MEMOIR-  ok  EDWARD  JENNER,  M.  D. 

From.  Dr.  LeTtsom’s  Oration,  delivered  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London ,  ' 
— ■  on  the  8 th  of  March ,  1804. 

. 

IT  i$  unneceffary  to  apprize  you,  Gentlemen,  that  an  oration  is  delivered 
A  annually  on  this  day,  by  a  Fellow  of  this  Society,  elefted  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  to  difeharge  this  important  duty.  Our  learned  affociate,'  Dr. 
Walker,  was  appointed  for  the  p refen t  anniverfary ;  but  ficknefs  has  fudr 
dcr.Iy  intervened,  and  prevented  him  from  perfecting  his  defign,  and  us  in 
a  particular  jnarfher  from  the  plealure  and  inftru&ion  which  its  communi¬ 
cation  muft  have  conveyed  to  a  liftening  auditory.  Whilft  you  fympathife 
with  me  on  the  painful  neceffity  of  his  ab fence,  I  hope  you  will  permit 
me  to  claim  your  indulgence  for  accepting,  on  the  prefent  emergency,  this 
Chair,  which  ought  to  have  been  filled  by  a  Phyfician  much  more  able  to 
aired  your  attention  and  to  enfure  your  approbation. 

This  Society,  imprelfecl  with  a  juft  fenfc  of  the  importance  of  preventing, 
the  fatality  of  the  fmall-pox,  by  vaccine  inoculation,  dilcovered  by  one  of 
our  very  early  members,  Dr.  Edward  Jenner,  laudably  and'  unanimoufly 
voted  h  im  a  gold  medal,  to  be  delivered  on  the  prefent  anniverfary;  and, 
however  unworthy  of  the  appointment,  1  complied  with  the  requeft  of 
iny  learned  colleagues. 

In  reverting  to  the  difeovery  of  the  Cow-pock,  its  hiftory  muft  appear 
to  you  to  have  been  already  exhaufted ;  neverfhelefs,  as  the  whole  merit 
of  the  difeovery  is  unqueftionably  due  to  a  Member  of  this  Society,  it  is 
equally  flattering  to  our  pride,  and  becoming  our  gratitude,  to  comme¬ 
morate  an  event  in  which  our  honour  is  implicated,  augmented,  and,  I 
truft,  immortalized. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  even  at  this  period,  that  fome  of  the  moft  intereft- 
ing  difeoveries  in  the  hiftory  of  the  arts  are  fcarcely  known  to  us  by  any 
accurate  record,  which  affdrds  a  very  fufficient  excufe  for  the  liberty  I  take 
in  requefting  your  indulgence  to  the  following  narration: 

Thus  the  invention  of  the  Mariner’s  Compafs  in  1302,  by  Flavio  Givia, 
of  Amalfi,  near  Naples,  which  enabled  us  to  difeover  a  new  hemifphere, 
is  recorded  by  no  written  documents  which  might  elucidate  the  progreftion 
of  that  department  of  fcience  which  led  to  this  important  difeovery  in 
Europe. 

Nor  can  we  now  afeertain  who  was  the  inventor  of  gunpowder  in  1330, 
by  which  fcience  triumphed  over  bodily  ftrength :  we  know,  indeed,  that- 
Swartz,  a  Cologne  Monk,  invented  great  guns  in  1346;  but  are  ignoranf 
of  the  circumftances  which  primarily  gave  rife  to  the  difeovery. 

Even  the  art  of  printing,  fo  ufeful  in  recording  events,  and  fo  conve-1 
nient  in  fpreading  the  knowledge  of  them,  though  aferibed  to  Lawrence 
Kofter,  of  Haerlem,  in  1430,  as  well  as  to  Mintel,  of  Strafburg,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  dilcovered  at  Mentz,  in  1440,  by  Gutttenburg,  Fauftus9 
and  Schaeffer,  in  conjun&ion. 

If  this  art  has  not  fixed  tiie  date  of  its  own  origin,  and  the  progrefs  of 
fcience  that  brought  it  to  light,  it  has  happily  prelerved  the  remembrance 
of  the  difeovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  throughout  the  whole 
body.  Mich.  Servatus,  a  French  phyfician,  firft  publilhed  his  difeovery 
pf  the  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs  in  1 553..  Cifalpinus  com¬ 
municated  a  vague  account  of  the  general  circulation  in  1569  ;  but  it  was 
fully  elucidated  and  confirmed  by  Harvey  in  1619.  By  this  brilliant  dif¬ 
eovery,.  health  and  ficknefs  may  be  defined  in  thefe  few  words : — “  The 
one  is  a  free,  the  other  an  obftru&ecl  circulation.”  But  whilft  the  College 
of  Phyficians  annually  commemorate  their  deceafed  Collegian,  may  we 
never  forget  our  Jenner;  and  as  I  am  the  firft  thus  publicly  called  to  the 


(  2  ) 

grateful  office  of  appreciating  his  merits,  I  hope  I  {hall  not  be  the  la  ft  in  a 
Society  whofe  leading  principle  is  the  promotion  of  medical  fcience. 

To  give  accurate  delineations  of  living  chara&ers  is  peculiarly  difficult. 
Few  can  bear  the  ftern  truth  of  faithful  biography,  and  where  friendfhip 
direfts  the  pen,  a  partiality,  of  which  the  writer  is,  perhaps,  unconfcious, 
Aides  into  unmerited  panegyric.  There  are,  however,  individuals  whofe 
luftre  acquires  ho  acceffion  from  the  glow  of  public  gratitude  or  the  ardour 
of  private  veneration. — Such  is  our  Jenner,  u  whom  it  can  never  be  a  de¬ 
gradation  to  praife,  wrhom  it  is  a  degradation  to  praife  without  enthu- 
fiafm,”  the  youngeft  fon  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Jenner,  M.  A.  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford,  Reftor  of  Rockhampton,  and  Vicar  of  Berkeley,  in 
Gloucefterfhire ;  at  which  place  Dr.  Jenner  was  born  on  the  17th  day  of 
May  1749. 

Befides  thefe  church  preferments,  the  refpeftable  parent  poffeffed  con- 
fiderable  landed  property  in  the  fame  county. 

H  is  mother  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Head,  of  an  ancient  fa¬ 
mily  in  Berkshire  ;  who  likewife  once  held  the  living  of  Berkeley,  and  was 
at  the  fame  time  a  Prebendary  of  Briftol. 

Young  Jenner  loft  his  father  at  a  very  early  period  of  his  life;  a  lofs  in 
fome  meafure  fupplied  by  the  affe&ionate  attentions  of  his  elder  brother, 
the  Rev.  John  Jenner,  B.  D.  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  united 
with  thofe  of  another  brother,  the  Rev.  Henry  Jenner,  Domeftic  Chaplain 
to  the  Earl  of  Aylefburv,  and  Vicar  of  Great  Bedwin,  Wilts,  father  of  the 
Rev.  George  Jenner,  and  of  Henry  Jenner,  Surgeon,  at  Berkeley. 

Our  Jenner  received  his  claffical  education  at  Cirencefter,  and  his  medical 
under  Daniel  Ludlow,  of  Sudbury,  a  Gentleman  of  profeffional  eminence. 

In  1770,  he  took  up  his  refidence  with  the  late  John  Hunter,  Efq.  of 
London,  with  whom  he  continued  for  about  the  fpace  of  two  years.  This 
celebrated  Anatomift  purfued  alfo  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory,  which  he 
explained  by  difte&ion,  and  publifhed  the  refult  in  various  e {fay's,  in  many 
of  which  the  name  of  Jenner  is  refpeftfully  introduced  ;  and  fo  highly  had 
he  eftimated  the  acquirements  of  his  pupil,  as  to  propofe  to  him  a  liberal 
engagement  to  join  him  in  delivering  le£lures  upon  natural  hiftory,  which 
Hunter  then  had  in  contemplation. 

At  this  period,  the  voyage  of  Captain  Cook  with  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  was 
projected.  A  Gentleman  {killed  in  the  knowledge  of  comparative  ana¬ 
tomy  was  wanted  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  and  deferibing  the  new 
animals  they  might  chance  to  find :  Jenner  was  fixed  upon  as  the  beft  cal¬ 
culated  for  fufh  an  office,  and  lucrative  conditions  were  propofed ;  but 
his  affection  for  his  brother  already  mentioned  induced  him  to  decline  an 
offer  fo  feduftive  to  a  lover  of  natural  hiftory. 

"  This  fraternal  attachment,  which  continued  to  the  death  of  the  latter, 
annihilated  every  profpeft  of  emolument  from  diftant  fources,  and  deter¬ 
mined  him  to  fettle  in  Berkeley,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  to  cultivate  the 
pra&ice  of  furgery  and  the  purfuits  of  natural  hiftory  in  the  country  ;  foon 
after  which  the  degree  of  Doftor  of  Phyfic  was  offered  him  by  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Erlingen  ;  an  honour  he  declined,  as  incompatible  with  the  profef- 
fional  difeharge  of  furgery. 

An  incident  afterwards  occurred  which  appeared  much  more  likely 
to  detach  him  from  the  immediate  fociety  of  his  beloved  relative.  He 
happened  to  dine  with  a  large  party  at  Bath  :  Something  was  introduced 
at  the  table  which  required  to  be  warmed  by  the  application  of  the  candle; 
and  doubts  were  exprefted  by  feverai  perfons  piefent,  whether  the  more 
fpeedy  way  would  be,  to  keep  the  flame  at  a  little  diftance  under,  or  to 
immerfe  the  fubftance  into  it,  Jenner  defired  the  candle  to  be  placed  near 
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him,  and  immediately  put  his  finger  into  the  flame,  differing  it  to  remain 
fome  time;  he  then  put  his  finger  above  it,  but  was  obliged  to  fnatch  it 
away  immediately. — u  This.  Gentlemen ”  [aid  he ,  “  is  a  fu.ffi,cient  tefl .” — The 
next  day  he  received  a  note  from  General  Smith,  who  had  been  of  the  party 
the  preceding  day,  and  who  wa£  hefore  that  time  an  utter  llranger,  offering 
him  an  appointment  in  India,  which  would  infure  him,  in  the  courfe  of 
two  or  three  years,  an  annual  income  of  3000I.  The  offer  was  referred  to 
his  brother;  and  our  Jenner,  from  his  attachment  to  him,  declined  it. 

Some  may,  perhaps,  be  ready  to  conclude  that  fraternal  affeClion  was 
carried  to  a  degree  of  we.iknefs — But  who  can  avoid  admiring  the  heart 
that  is  fufceptible  of  fuch  tender  affeCtions?  Some  may  pioufly  fugged, 
that  in  confequcnce  of  the  latent  dehgns  of  Heaven,  he  was  happily  pre¬ 
vented  from  engaging  in  diflant  purfuits,  to  announce  to  the  world  fome 
grand  difeovery,  and  to  eftablidi  a  new  aera  of  medical  fcience,  events 
which  have  fmee  takep  place. 

In  tracing  a  charaCter  thus  rendered  illudrious,  the  mind  dwells  upon  it 
with  increafed  plealure,  in  contemplating  the  combination  of  moral  fenti- 
ment  and  practical  virtue — where  the  generous  paffions  are  fubfervient  to 
found  reafon,  which  dire&s  them  to  promote  public  good  and  private  hap- 
pinefs,  as  Fenelon  well  obferves,  ‘s  La  vertu ,  en  replant  les  pajfions,  n'eteint 
point  le  fentimentd ’ 

My  refpe&able  auditory  will  permit  me  to  ill u (Irate  this  fentiment,  by 
exhibiting  the  beneficence  of  our  amiable  affociate. 

An  ingenious  but  unfortunate  member  of  this  Society,  after  many  inef¬ 
fectual  ifruggles  to  furmount  pecuniary  difficulties,  fell  a  viCtim  to  difeafe, 
leaving  a  widow  and  children  pennylefs.  From  early  friendfhips,  I  was 
delirous  of  raidng  by  fubferiptipn  a  fmail  fum  to  enable  them  to  put  on  a 
covering  more  defirable  than  fackcloth  and  afhes.  I  addreffed  a  letter  to 
Dr.  Jenner  on  the  fubjeCt,  and  fpecihed  the  amount  of  the  donation  I 
wiffied  him  to  bedow.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  he  thanked  me  for  affording 
him  an  opportunity  of  abiding  objeCts  of  didrefs?  and  fent  me  a  fum  ex¬ 
ceeding  my  requed. 

A  few  days  afterwards  he  intimated  to  me,  that  he  feared  that  a  refpec- 
table  perfon,  whofe  name  on  this  fubjeCf  fhall  never  pafs  my  lips,  labouied 
under  pecuniary  embarratTment.  ;  I  expreffed  my  willingnefs  to  offer  my 
mite  in  conjunction  with  his.  We  loon,  however,  turned  the  converfation 
to  fome  other  fuhjeCt.  Jenner  has  a  heart  not  made  of  (lone  or  clay;  and 
I  venture  to  fay,  that  the  objeCt  of  our  converfation  was  the  companion  of 
his  couch,  for  early  in  the  morning  I  received  a  letter,  which  is  too  laconic 
to  fatigue  you  in  hearing : — 

“  I  write  this  note  juft  to  propofe  an  amendment  with  refpeCf  to  the  fum 
for  the  ufe  of  our  friend.  Will  you  let  it  be  50  in  dead  of  30  guineas  ? 

E.  Jenner.” 

I  mav  here  obferve,  that  not  any  part  of  thefe  memoirs  is  immediately 
derived  from  our  didinguifhed  affociate.  From  his  friends  I  have  drawn 
my  principal-  information.  The  lad  to  whom  I  applied,  though  known 
to  me  merely  by  correfpondence,  favoured  me  with  fome  traits  of  his  be¬ 
neficence  in  the  following  words;  “  As  for  his  generofity,  it  is  condant 
and  unbounded.  It  is  not  like  an  intermitting  fpring,  which  flows  by 
darts,  and  as  it  were  by  caprice;  but  it  refembles  a  perennial  fountain, 
which  ever  gladdens  the  verdant  plains,  and  never  difappoints  them  of 
their  expeCfed  re'frefhment.  Y et,  although  his  generality  never  intermits, 

.  its  dream  is  fometimes  poured  forth  with  an  unufual  flood;  an  in  dance  of 
which  is,  his  offer  of  1000I.  to  equip  a  veffel  for  the  purpofe  of  intro¬ 
ducing  the  vaccine  inoculation  into  the  Ead  Indies,  when  the  parfimony 
of  Government  negleCted  to  do  it.” 
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puring  his  refidcnce  in  the  country,  our  affociate  lightened  the  fe*veref 
duties  of  his  profeftion  by  the  ftudy  of  phyfiologv  and  natural  hiftorv. 

In  1788,  his  “  Obfcrvations  on  the  Natural  Iiifiory  of  the  Cuckozv ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Philoiophical  TranfaCtions,  which  were  ad'miied  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  bed  informed  naturalids  in  this  department  of  fcience.  He 
has  fince  attempted  to  demonftrate,  through  the  medium  of  comparative 
anatomy,  that  what  exift  in  human  lungs,  in  the  form  of  tubercles,  are 
really  hydatids.  * 

To  one  attached  to  natural  hiftorv,  the  purfuit  of  ornithology,  with 
whicli  the  emigration  o!  birds  is  immediately  connected,  rauft  afford  lingu¬ 
lar  pleafure.  The  outlines  of  a  paper  on  this  fubjeft  have  often  been 
fpoken  of  by  Jenner  to  the  Members  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  which  con¬ 
tain  many  interefting  and  novel  obfervations,  but  which  Ids  numerous  en¬ 
gagements  have  hitherto  prevented  him  from  communicating  to  the  public. 

1  hus  early  diftinguifhed  as  a  Natural  ill,  he  was  elcCted  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London  ;  and  in  1792,  he  took  his  diploma  of  DoCtor 
of  Phyfic. 

We  have  ample  rcafon  to  conclude,  t Ha t  many  important  eftavs  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  his  pen.  By  a  late  publication  of  Dr.  Parry's,  of  Bath,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  diicovery  of  the  fuppofed  caufe  of  angina  peftoris  originated 
with  him,  whilft  his  modeftv  repels  him  from  the  juft  claims  of  originality. 

Of  tbefe,  however,  a  tranlient  view  only  is  taken;  the  mind  abforbed 
by  mighty  objects  paffes  over  inferior  ones,  as  the  Pars  are  extinguifhed 
by  the  brilliancy  of  the  fun.  With  a  new  aera  of  exiftence,  afforded  by 
the  difeovery  of  vaccine  inoculation,  the  exuberance  of  gratification, 
the  charms  of  health,  the  perfection  of  beauty,  croud  upon  imagination, 
agitate  every  tender  fympathy  of  the  heart,  and  delight  all  the  intellectual 
powers  of  the  foul ! 

The  mind  repofing  after  eeftafies  derived  from  the  contemplation  of  a 
difeovery  the  moft  prominent  in  utility,  looks  with  a  lively  curiolity  to 
icrutinize  into  its  origin,  which  1  fhall  now  attempt  to  explain. 

About  the  year  17 75,  inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox  was  much  praftifed 
in  Gloucefterfhirc,  after  the  Suttonian  plan.  Jenner,  who  then  praCHfed 
largely,  obferved,  that  among  thole  whom  he  was  frequently  called  upon 
to  inoculate,  many  re  lifted  every  effort  to  give  them  the  fmall-pox.  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  their  having  undergone  the  cow-pock,  contracted  by  milking 
cows  affeCted  with  a  peculiar  eruption  on  the  teats.  lie  found,  however, 
That  fome  of  thofe  who  had  undergone  the  cow-pock,  on  being  afterwards 
inoculated  with  '.lie  fmall-pox,  took  this  virulent  difeaie. 

This  difeovery  damped  in  lomc  degree  his  ardour;  but  the  genius  of 
Jenner  triumphed  over  every  obftacle.  By  accurate  inveftigation,  he  al- 
certained  that  the  cow  was  iubject  to  fome  varieties  of  fpontaneous  erup¬ 
tion  on  her  teats,  all  capable  ol  communicating  fores  to  the  hands  of  the 
milkers,  although  not  all  the  real  cow-pock.  The  furmounting  of  this  ob- 
ffacle  enabled  him  to  form  a  diftinCtion  between  thefe  difeafes  ;  only  one 
of  which  he  denominated  the  true,  the  others  the  fpurious  cow-pock,  as 
poffeffmg  no  fpecific  power  over  the  conllitution. 

Scarcely  had  this  impediment  been  removed,  before  another  of  feemingly 
greater  magnitude  ftarted  up ;  for  it  was  found,  that  a  perfon  who  had 
milked  a  cow  under  the  true  cow-pock,  and  had  thereby  apparently  gone 
through  the  difeafe  with  others,  was  liable  to  receive  the  {mall-pox  after¬ 
wards.  Which  of  us,  Gentlemen,  would  have  purfued  the  fubjeCl  a  mo¬ 
ment  afterwards?  Difappointed  and  thwarted  in  our  hopes,  we  fhould 
have  relinquifhed  for  ever  a  iubjeCt  that  feemed  to  afford  no  criterion  of 
fuccefs  o;  fecur;ty.  Thanks  to  the  genius  of  Jenner,  or  to  that  Power  that 
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in  Paired  arm  deftined  him  to  rank  among  the  benefactors  of  mankind,  his 
energy  surmounted  every  ob (facie,  and  led  him  to  refleCt,  that  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  Nature  are  generally  uniform,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  the 
human  conflitution  (having  undergone  the  cow-pock)  fhould  in  fome  in- 
llances  be  perfectly  fecured  from  the  fmall-pox,  and  in  others  remain  un¬ 
protected,  he  relumed  his  labours  with  redoubled  ardour,  and  the  refult 
was  fortunate  ;  for  he  now  difcovered*  that  the  virus  of  the  cow-pock  was 
liable  to  undergo  progressive  changes,  from  tire  lame  caules  precifely  as 
that  of  the  fmall-pox  ;  and  that  when  it  was  applied  to  the  human  (kin  in 
its  degenerated  (late,  it  would  produce  the  ulcerative  effects  in  as  great  a 
degree  as  when  it  was  not  decotnpofed,  and  fometirnes  far  greater;  but 
having  loft  its  (pecific  properties,  it  was  incapable  of  producing  that  change 
in  the  human  frame  which  is  requifite  to  render  it  unfufceptible  of  the  va¬ 
riolous  contagion:  hence  it  appeared  evident,  that  a  perfon  might  milk  a 
cow  one  day,  and,  having  caught  the  difeale,  be  for  ever  fecure;  while 
another  perfon,  milking  the  lame  cow  the  next  day,  might  feel  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  virus  in  luch  a  way  as  to  produce  a  lore  or  lores,  and  in 
conlequence  of  this  might  experience  an  indilpofition  to  a  confiderable  ex- 
tenp  ;  yet,  as  has  been  obferved,  the  Ipecific  quality  being  loft,  the  confti- 
tution  would  receive  no  peculiar  imprefiion. 

During  this  invefiugation,  he  was  Itruck  with  the  idea  that  it  might  be 
piaCticabie  to  piopagate  the  diieafe  by  inoculation,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Imali  pox,  firft  from  the  cow,  and  finally  from  one  human  being  to  an¬ 
other  ;  he  boldly  made  the  attempt,  and  for  ever  fecured  humanity  from 
deploring  the  ravages  of  the  mod  peliiferous  difeafe  that  ever  vifited  the 
earth;  and  in  1  he  divulged  this  wonderful  difcovery  to  an  admiring 
and  aftonifhed  world.  ,s> 

ivledical  profeffors  have  orten  obferved,  that  inoculation  of  variolous 
matter,  though  repeatedly  performed,  has  not  produced  fuch  an  eruption 
o.  the  fmall-pox  as  affords  a  lecurity  again  ft  the  infection  of  this  diieafe 
i?i  future.  Jennei  experienced  an  analogous  refult;  in  vaccine  inoculation  ; 
ic  ound  that  heipetic  eruptions  in  children,  occafionally  prevented  the 
vaccine,  as  wed  as  the  variolous  virus  from  producing  their  correct  aCtion. 
That  the  (kin  although  it  might  be  apparently  found,  at  the  point  of  in- 
lertion,  is  neverthelefs  fo  influenced  by  the  difeafe,  as  frequently  to  baffle 
every  effort  to  produce  a  correct  puftule,  and  confequently  to  fecure  the 
conliitution  from  the  contagion  of  the  lmall-pox;  hence  he  inferred  that 
practitioners  fhould  be  particularly  circumfpeCt  when  they  inoculate  thofe 
who  have  cuticular  diieafes,  and  that  the  danger  of  infecurity  would  be 
at  once  o.  viated,  if  on  the  appearance  of  an  irregular  puftule  the  difeafe 

were  to  be  fubdued  by  proper  applications,  and  the  patient  then  re- 
moculated.  , 

Anatnolies,”  he  obferved,  “affuming  different  forms,  may  be  excited 
according  to  the  qualities  of  rhe  virus  applied,  or  the  (late  of  the  perfon 
inoculated  ;  hut  by  far  the  mod  frequent  variety  or  deviation  from  the 
perfect  pui pale,  is  that  which  arrives  at  maturity,  and  finifhes  its  progrefs 
muc,i  within  the  time  limited  by  the  true.  Its  commencement  is  marked 
by  a  troublefome  itching;  and  it  throws  out  a  premature  cfflorefcence, 
iometimes  ex  ten  five,  but  feldom  circumfcribed,  or  of  fo  vivid  a  tint  as 
that  which  furrounds  the  puftule  completely  organized;  and  (which  is 
mom  ch  arable  n  ft  ic  of  its  degeneracy  than  the  other  fymptoms)  it  appears 

™°rj*  r1°ramon  fearing  produced  by  a  thorn  or  any  other  extrane¬ 

ous  oo-w.  (licking  in  the  (kin,  than  a  puftule  excited  by  the  vaccine  virus. 

,1S  f?erali7  ot  a  ttraw  colour,  and  when  punctured,  inftead  of  the 
coroui. e! s,  tranl parent  fluid  of  the  perfect  puftule.  its  contents  are  found 
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to  be  opaque.  A  little  pra£lice  in  vaccine  inoculation,  attentively  con¬ 
duced,  imprefles  on  the  mind  the  perfe£l  character  of  the  vaccine  puftule  ; 
therefore,  when  a  deviation  arifes,  of  whatever  kind  it  may  be,  common 
prudence  points  out  the  neceffiry  of  re-inoculation.  The  deviation, 
when  it  arifes  from  the  cuticular  difeafe  juft  noticed,  generally  correfponds 
with  that  above  recited.  If  the  puftule  is  not  much  difturbed  in  its  courfe 
by  fcratching,  it  commonly  terminates  in  a  fcab  of  a  pale  brown  or  amber 
colour,  and  foft  in  its  texture,  compared  with  that  produced  by  the  true 
vaccine  puftule;  and  there  is  abundant  teftimonv  to  conclude,  that  the 
fluid  taken  from  a  fpuricus  vaccine  puftule  thus  excited,  is  capable  of 
propagating  and  perpetuating  its  like.” 

Hence,  whenever  the  puftule  has  an  irregular  appearance,  after  re¬ 
moving  the  eruptive  difeafe  of  the  fkin,  inoculation  fhould  be  repeated, 
to  obviate  the  molt  diftant  insecurity. 

It  is  rarely  that  genius,  however  diftinguifhed,  is  fo  accurate  as  to  give 
a  firft  £fTay,  even  upon  a  fubje£l  in  fome  meafure  familiar,  without  omif- 
fion  or  redundancy,  both  as  to  matter  and  compofition.  To  delineate  a 
new  field  of  difcovery,  from  whom  could  we  expebb,  not  only  a  perfe£t 
outline,  but  the  completion  of  every  tint  of  light  and  fhade  !  Thefe, 
however,  were  fo  accurately  united  in  his  44  Inquiry  into  the  Caufes  and 
EjfeEls  of  the  Variolce  Vaccines as  to  induce  a  fagacious  Phyfician,  who 
never  uttered  a  fentence  without  weighing  its  import,  unequivocally  to 
declare,  44  It  appears  to  me,  that  none  of  the  faffs  and  obfervations  intro¬ 
duced  by  Dr.  Jcnner,  have  been  difproved  or  refuted  ;  and  that  no  infor¬ 
mation  has  been  gained  on  any  material  point  by  all  that  has  been  written 
upon  the  fubjeft  fmee  the  publication  of  his  firft  treatife  and  public  con- 
viflion  to  this  moment  confirms  the  declaration  of  Denman. 

Some,  indeed,  learned  members  of  this  Society,  in  which  I  fee  a  Ring, 
an  Aikin,  and  an  Addington*,  may  be  ranked  among  the  coadjutors  of 
jcnner,  and  have  offered  their  handful  of  mortar  to  cement  the  noble 
edifice;  but  Jenner  alone' is  the  architect  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
glorious  temple,  on  whole  (lately  dome  future  generations  fhall  gratefully 
inferibe 

Jenneri 

,  Genio  salutifero. 

Had  our  illuftrious  Aftbciatc  fordidly  appropriated  the  fruits  of  his  dif¬ 
covery  to  his  private  emolument,  he  might  have  acquired  incalculable 
wealth  ;  but  elevated  by  the  dignified  impulfe  of  univerfal  benevolence, 
he  voluntarily  facrificed  private  benefit  to  public  good,  and  gratuitoufly 
conferred  upon  mankind  the  means  of  faving  800,000  lives  every  year  ; 
or,  the  facrifice  of  2500  human  beings  every  day  of  the  world’s  exiftence. 

The  philanthropy  of  Jenner  did  not  confine  itfelf  within  the  limits  of 
an  empire,  but  extended  from  pole  to  pole;  After  divulging  to  Europe 
the  means  of  fecurity  from  the  fmall  pox,  he  was  felicitous  of  conveying 
to  India  the  falutary  blefting,  which  ail  Europe  accepted  with  gratitude 
and  avidity;  to  eftefit  which  purpofe  he  gave  me  authorily  to  fubferibe  one 
thoufand  guineas  in  his  name  towards  defraying  the  expenfe  of  conveying 
vaccine  matter  to  Ceylon,  and  our  other  ex.temivc  Aiiatic  polle (lions.  In 
one  of  his  letters  to  me,  he  introduces  the  plan  he  had  recommended  to 
the  Government,  in  hope  of  crowning  his  exertions  with  fpeedy  and  cer¬ 
tain  fuccefs. 

*  These  Gendcmen,  who  are  Members  or  the  Medical  Society,  have  distinguished  them- 
4* lyes  as  authors  on  Vaccine  Inoculation 
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“  My  firft  attempt  was  about  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1799,  by  fend¬ 
ing  out  my  publications  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  cow-pox,  and  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  vaccine  virus,  on-board  the  Queen  Eaft  Indiaman.  This  Ihip  un« 
fortunately  was  loft  at  fea.  On  hearing  this  difaftrous  event,  I  went  on 
renewing  my  efforts  to  introduce  vaccination  among  ft  them,  by  fuch  means 
as  had  proved  fuccefsful  in  tranfporting  the  virus  to  countries  far  diftant 
from  this ;  but  it  never  reached  the  fhores  of  Hindoftan  in  perfection. 

“  I  was  fent  for  twice  to  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office,  (Lord  Hobart's,) 
where  prefling  folicitations  had  arrived  for  vaccine  matter,  on  account  of 
the  devaftations  the  fmall-pox  was  making,  particularly  in  the  Illand  of 
Ceylon.  I  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  the  neceffity  of  employing 
means  more  effettual  than  fending  out  dried  matter,  and  that  I  would  en¬ 
gage  to  point  them  out. 

11  The  following  was  my  propofition  : — That  on-board  fome  fhip  going 
to  India,  twenty  recruits,  or  men  of  any  defcription  that  had  not  had  the 
fmall-pox,  fhould  be  feleCted.  That  I  fhould  be  allowed  to  appoint  a  fur- 
geon  to  attend  them,  perfectly  converfant  with  vaccine  inoculation. 

“  Thus  I  engaged  that  the  difeafe  fhould  be  carried  in  its  mo  ft  perfeCt 
ftate  to  any  of  our  fettlements. 

£t  After  fome  deliberation,  my  propofals  were,  each  time,  rejeCtecl,  and 
I  was  requefted  to  put  up  matter  in  a  way  the  moft  likely  to  fucceed. 
This  I  complied  with,  and  did  my  beft  ;  but,  as  I  told  the  gentlemen  at 
the  board,  with  only  faint  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

“  Ruminating  on  the  calamities  to  which  our  countrymen  and  natives 
of  Hindoftan  are  expofed,  and  on  the  facility  of  fubduing  the  fmall-pox, 
were  the  cow-pox  once  eftablifhed  amongft  them,  I  was  (truck  with  the 
idea,  that  that  obftacle  was  by  no  means  invincible  ;  nothing  being  re¬ 
quired  to  remove  it,  but  a  (hip  properly  equipped.  It  was  then  that  I 
wrote  to  you  on  this  lubjeCt,  and  propofed  the  immediate  railing  by  fub- 
fcription  a  fum  fufficient  to  defray  the  expenfes,  at  the  fame  time  tequeft- 
ing  you  to  put  my  name  down  for  a  thoufand  guineas. 

Happily,  foon  after,  intelligence  was  received  that  vaccine  matter 
had  reached  India  in  perfection,  through  the  pcrfevering  induftry  of  my 
friend  Dr.  cfe  Carro  of  Vienna.  It  was  by  his  means  that  it  was  .fir ft 
planted  in  Conftantinople,  and  from  thence  he  contrived  that  it  fhould 
move  forward  to  Bombay.  You  need  not  be  told  with  what  exultation 
it  was  received  by  all  ranks  of  fociety  ;  the  enlightened  European  and  the 
poor  Hindoo,  both  hailing  it  alike  as  the  deliverer  from  a  dreadful 
peftilence.” 

The  difcovery  of  vaccine  inoculation,  when  fir  ft  announced  by  Jenner, 
was  fo  wonderful  and  fo  unexpected,  as  rather  to  dazzle  than  convince 
his  contemporaries  of  its  vaft  importance.  Even  to  many  fcientific  men, 
it  appeared  aimoft  incredible,  whilft  they  wifhed  to  fee  realized  what  they 
had  deemed  Icarcely  poffible.  Profound  truths,  or  the  vivid  rays  of  light, 
on  their  firft  impulfe,  may  confound  intellect,  or  confufe  vifion  :  hence, 
obferved  the  modeft  Fontenelle,  ‘  If  both  my  hands  were  full  of  truths, 
I  would  open  one  only  at  a  time.’ 

At  length,  experience  has  enabled  the  world  to  appreciate  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  a  difcovery,  unequalled  in  hiftory,  and  gratitude  has  paid  its 
votive  offerings  to  the  genius  of  Jenner,  from  the  thrones  of  both  the 
Caefars,  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  various  focieties 
of  literary  characters  throughout  the  civilized  world.  Whilft  in  him 
Britain  claims  a  difcovery,  which  will  be  recorded  to  her  glory  as  long  as 
a  Newton  or  a  Harvey  fhall  dignify  the  page  of  fcience.  One  weighed 
the  globe  in  the  fcale  of  gravitation,  the  other  explained  to  man  the  laws 
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of  his  exi Hence  ;  hut  to  Jenner  was  devolved  the  power  of  preferving  that 
exiftence;  and  to  this  fociety  will  remain  to  futurity  the  honour  ot  owning 
him  iis  early  a  floe  i  ale  ;  for.  however  powerfully  envy  or  malignity  may 
attempt  to  lefl'en  the  importance  of  the  Jennerian  difeovery.  or  to  depre¬ 
ciate  the  dignified  character  of  its  author,  time  will  prove  the  vindicator 
of  truth.  As  Linne  aniwered  one  who  oppofed  his  fexua)  fyftem  of  bo¬ 
tany,  by  pointing  to  an  academy  of  children — “  Theie,’'  faid  he,  “  will 
be  our  judges;”  lo  jenner,  not  walking  over  hecatombs  of  the  llain,  not 
furveying  with  melancholy  vetrofneft.  thofe  rendered  blind  or  deformed 
by  variolous  infefliori,  may  point  to  the  rifing  generation,  and  enjoy  the 
fuperlative  gratification  of  contemplating  myriads  of  fellow-creatures  rei- 
cucd  from  a  deadly  peftilence ;  which,  under  the  bleffiing  of  Providence, 
he  lived  to  lubdue.  Confcious,  as  be  muff  be,  of  the  high  eftimation  in 
which  he  is  held  among  philofophers  and  fages,  he  fhuns  adulation;  and 
courts  rural  retirement,  whenever  his  profeffiional  duties  admit  of  moments 
of  leifure  ;  moments  not  given  up  to  cafe  and  inglorious  indulgence.- — 
Whilft  the  great  and  opulent  have  been  protected  by  his  dilcovery ;  in  the 
philanthropy  of  his  mind,  he  confers  the  bleffing  equally  on  the  friendlefs 
and  the  poor.  The  manner  in  which  theie  moments  of  relaxation  are 
fpent,  is  deferibed  in  Inch  appropriate  lauguage  in  a  letter  I  recently  re¬ 
ceived  from  a  correlpondent,  as  to  induce  me  to  introduce  it  here. 

il  About  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  1  arrived  at  Berkeley,  and  im- 
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mediately  waited  on  my  friend.  He  was  juft  fitting  down  to  breakfaft. 
After  the  ulual  congratulations  and  inquiries  relpe&ing  our  common  friends 
were  over,  I  joined  him  in  the  lepaft  of  which  he  was  about  to  partake. 
Our  converfation,  as  might  be  expended,  did  not  dwell  long  on  other 
topics,  but  foon  haftened  to  that  important  fubjeft  which  has  for  fome  time 
arrefted  the  attention  of  mankind,  I  mean  the  difeovery  of  vaccine  inocu¬ 
lation.  I  heard  with  much  regret  of  the  obftacles  which  envy,  prejudice, 
and  ignorance  had  railed  to  impede  the  progrefs  of  this  falutary  pra£fice, 
and  with  heartfelt  pleafure  of  its  extenfive  and  rapid  propagation  through 
almoft  every  country  of  the  globe.  The  parlour,  in  which  we  were 
lilting,  looked  into  an  agreeable  lawn,  on  one  fide  of  which  ran  a  walk, 
here  and  there  perceptible  between  trees,  till  at  length  it  was  completely 
loft  in  a  thick  bower.  I  had  obferved,  during  our  converfation,  a  great 
number  of  females,  with  childten  in  their  arms  or  by  their  lides,  palling 
down  the  walk,  and  proceeding  forward  into  the  bower,  which  inter¬ 
rupted  them  from  my  view.  The  circumftance  very  much  excited  my  cu- 
riolity;  and  I  could  not  forbear  interrupting  the  converfation  to  enquire 
of  my  friend  what  it  meant.  It  has  been  my  cuftom  for  fome  time,  faid 
lie,  to  fet  apart  one  morning  in  the  week  for  inoculating  the  poor;  and 
this  being  the  appointed  day,  the  people  you  fee  arc  come  from  the  adja¬ 
cent  villages  on  that  account.  You  wonder,  perhaps,  continued  he,  to 
fee  them  go  fo  regularly  into  the  bower  and  dilappear;  I  will  explain  it 
to  you.  In  the  midft  of  thofe  trees  is  a  fmall  manfion,  built  in  the  cot¬ 
tage  ftilc;  it  confifts  of  one  room  only,  and  was  eretted  for  the  purpofe 
of  giving  a  rural  appearance  to  that  part  of  my  garden.  I  have  lately  con¬ 
verted  it  into  a  place  of  utility  ;  and  the  people  who  come  to  be  inoculated 
affiemble  there,  and  wait  until  I  come  among  them.  It  is  for  this  realori 
I  have  given  my  little  cottage  the  name  ot  the  Temple  of  Vaccina;  and, 
like  a  faithful  priuft,  added  he  finding.  I  am  al  wavs  anxious  to  find  it  filled 
with  worfhippers.  But  after  breakfaft  you  fh all  go  with  me,  and-  lee  in 
what  manner  we  proceed.  1  agreed  to  the  propolal  with  pleafure,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  we  both  lofe  up,  and  went,  together  to  the  cottage.  We 
found  it  almoft  full  of  poor  people  with  their  children.  My  friend  fir  ft 
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examined  the  arms  of  thofe  he  had  inoculated  the  week  before,  and  then 
inoculated  others,  ftrkdly  enjoining  the  parents  to  bring  them  the  next 
appointed  day.  I  felt  a  mixture  of  pain  and  entertainment  in  hearing  fome 
of  the  poor  villagers  exprefs  their  apprehenfions  refpe&ing  the  benefit 
which  vaccine  inoculation  afforded  them,  and  relate  the  prejudices  of 
their  ruflic  neighbours.  But  the  Doflor  very  well  underftanas  the  art  of 
dealing  with  their  prejudices  ;  and  it  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  obferve  the 
gentle  and  effe&ual  manner  with  which  he  endeavoured  to  footh  their 
minds.  It  is  a  pleafing  reflection,  faid  he,  after  they  were  gone  out,  that 
thefe  poor  children  are  for  ever  fecured  from  the  dreadful  evils  which  the 
difeafe  I  am  ffriving  to  exterminate  might  have  brought  upon  them:  and 
when  T  confider  the  multitudes  of  the  human  race  who  have  already  availed 
themfelves  of  the  benefit,  which  I  had  the  felicity  to  announce  to  man¬ 
kind,  and  thofe  who  will  hereafter  avail  themfelves  of  it,  my  pleafure  is 
fo  great,  and  my  gratitude  towards  that  Being  whom  I  know  to  be  the 
author  of  every  bi effing  is  fo  lively,  that  I  can  fcarcely  exprefs  either 
the  one  or  the  other.  You  have,  faid  I,  good  reafon  to  feel  fo:  and 
with  regard  to  your  little  temple  here,  reverting  to  the  appellation  which 
he  had  given  to  his  cottage,  it  is  a  fortunate  thing  for  us,  that  the  fyftem 
of  polytheifm  has  given  place  to  the  dictates  of  truth,  elfe  Vaccina  would 
have  been  introduced  as  a  new  deity  to  the  world,  and  men,  if  they  re¬ 
garded  the  advantages  which  fhe  produced,  would  have  done  homage  in 
this  rural  manfion,  with  greater  delight  and  veneration  than  in  the  mod 
magnificent  and  fumptuous  temples  that  ever  attracted  the  admiration  of 
Greece  and  Rome.” 

In  contemplating  the  extent  of  this  fplendid  difeovery,  and  the  facility 
with  which  the  public  good  it  promifes  may  be  accomplifhed  ;  and  com¬ 
bining  the  various  other  difeoveries  and  improvements  in  fcience,  which 
we  have  witneffed,  what  a  fublime  profoeft  is  opened  to  the  ardent  genius 
of  afpiring  and  ingenuous  youth  !  To  inftance  a  Franklin  ;  who,  by  means 
of  the  medium  of  a  fmall  metalic  wire,  fubdaed  and  governed  the  molt  tre¬ 
mendous  agent  in  nature,  and  opened  to  us  the  arcana  of  ele&ricity ;  a  dif¬ 
eovery  which  Galvani  and  Aldini  further  extended  ;  and  by  which  we  are 
now  led  to  conclude,  that  from  the  Gymnotus  eleftricus,  that  diffufes  the 
eleftric  power  in  the  ocean  ;  from  all  animal  and  brute  matter,  up  to  the 
clouds  floating  in  the  ambient  air,  an  aetherial  agency  pervades  all  nature, 
and  influences  her  hidden  operations;  but,  as  Seneca  obferves,  Multa 
denim  funt  qua;  effe  audivimus,  cjuaiia  autem  Jint  ignoremus  !  Quamqut  multa 
venientis  cevi  pcpulus ,  ignota  nobis .  feiet . 

In  a  particular  manner,  the  difeovery  which  this  fociety  commemorates 
this  day,  affords  the  ftrongeff  encouragement  to  cultivate,  with  ardour, 
the  fcience  of  medicine,  after  the  example  of  our  llluftrious  affociate,  to 
whom  has  been  unanimoufiv  voted  this  gold  medal,  for  his  difeovery  of 
vaccine  inoculation  ;  and  which,  in  his  abfence,  I  depoiit,  agreeably  to 
his  requeft,  with  the  learned  Prefident  of  this  fociety;  who  has,  upon 
numerous  occafions  from  this  chair,  which  he  has  fo  long  and  honourably 
filled,  inftrutted  and  improved  a  liftening  and  grateful  auditory;  to  my 
friend,  Dr.  Sims,  therefore,  do  I,  with  the  utmoll  pleafure,  commit  this 
medal,  bearing  the  following  infeription, 
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Socio  fuo  eximio 
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Exploratam ; 


(  50  )  ; 

in  honour  of  Dr.  Jenner,  as  the  greateff  mark  of  approbation  we  can  offer 
to  the  unrivalled  merit,  and  deathlefs  fame,  of  that  man,  who  has  re¬ 
moved  the  veil  which  concealed  the  facred  myfferies  of  Iiis  in  this  pro¬ 
found  allufion  to  nature : 

Em 

♦  EI MI  riAN  TO  TErONOS 

KAI  ON,  KAI  E  SOME  NON. 

KAI  TON  EMON  flEHAON 
OTAEIS  no  ©NHTON 
AHEKAATTEN  *. 

*  I  am  whatever  is,  or  has  been,  and  will  be;  and  no  mortal  has  hitherto  drawn  aside 
my  veil. 


BRYAN, PRIN 


ER,  GROCERS  HALL  COURT,  POULTRY. 
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